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1.  BASIS
The contents and activities in this unit focus on the parts in our planet, like the atmosphere and hydrosphere. We will study air and water and the importance of respecting these elements. We will study the atmosphere’s composition and its influence in our lives. Then we will analyse the weather, the presence of water in our planet, the water cycle and pollution.
February                                    
2.  METHDOLOGY
In this unit the pupils will gain a better understanding of the Solar System, the atmosphere and the hydrosphere of our planet. They will be aware of the need to respect and take care of air and water. They will learn the atmosphere’s composition; they will study the effects of pollution in air and water. They will analyse the weather and its importance, and the water cycle.

	CONTENTS
	EVALUATION CRITERIA
	LEARNING STANDARDS

	
	
	

	•  The Earth’s atmosphere.
	  1.  Identify the gases that are in the air and explain their characteristics.
	  1.1.  Explain the air’s basic composition and identify its gases and their characteristics.

	
	  2.  Identify the parts of the atmosphere and how it varies with height.
	  2.1.  Know how the atmosphere changes with height and describe the characteristics of each part.

	
	  3.  Know the atmosphere’s importance and the need to protect it.
	  3.1.  Know the need to protect the atmosphere from pollution.

	•  Changes in the atmosphere.
	  4.  Identify and name the atmospheric phenomena, and what causes clouds and precipitation.
	  4.1.  Identify and name atmospheric phenomena.
  4.2.  Describe the causes that create clouds and precipitation.

	
	  5.  Value the importance of meteorology as a tool to predict the weather.
	  5.1.  Value the importance of meteorology as a tool to predict the weather.

	•  The Earth’s hydrosphere.
	  6.  Describe the types of water that we find in nature.
	  6.1.  Define hydrosphere; identify and name water accumulations and its course.

	
	  7.  Know the importance of the hydrosphere and the need to protect it.
	  7.1.  Know the need to protect the hydrosphere from pollution.

	•  The water cycle.
	  8.  Know the Earth’s water cycle, its movements and natural changes.
	  8.1.  Describe in the correct order the phases of the water cycle.

	
	  9.  Value the importance of air and water, develop strategies to reduce or avoid their pollution and save up water.
	  9.1.  Create a diagram with the possible causes of atmospheric and water pollution.
  9.2.  Respect the environment, know and acquire strategies to reduce pollution.


	COMPETENCIES
	CONTENTS AND ACTIVITIES BY COMPETENCY

	
	
	

	Linguistic communication. 
	Understanding the unit’s written contents and activities, both individually and collectively.

	Mathematical competency and basic competencies in Science and Technology.
	Applying mathematical knowledge to solve problems in real contexts.
Solving mathematical problems applied to daily life situation related to responsible use of water.

	Digital competency.
	Using different resources to look for information.

Using tables, graphs and images to get information related to meteorology.

	Learning to learn.
	Creating strategies to learn in different learning contexts.

Applying the contents related to responsible use of water and air cleanness.

Presenting visual ideas, creating mental images, perceiving visual details, drawing and creating mind maps.

	Social and Civic competencies.
	Getting involved or promoting social actions.

Being aware and saving water.

Persevering and learning: paying attention, participating and doing the activities with interest.

	Sense of initiative and entrepreneurial spirit.
	Persevering and overcoming difficulties

Identifying their own mistakes in their activities..

	Cultural awareness and expression.
	Creating projects and presentations with aesthetic sense.

Developing a sense of aesthetic likeness when doing the project on the water cycle.




